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on his hind legs, tolling bells, driving other of the prince's
dogs with reins, and jumping through hoops covered with
tissue paper. The whole affair lasted over two hours, was
very entertaining, even to grown-up people who did not
happen to be related to the organizers of the entertain-
ment, and did great credit to the cleverness of the crown
prince, and above all to the marvellous influence which he
exercises over animals of every description.

Military tastes in the royal lad have been developed by
the games and pastimes in which he and his brothers were
encouraged to indulge; hence, in the grounds of the Belle-
vue Palace at Berlin, as well as in a corner of the great
park of the Neues Palais at Potsdam, the boys constructed
full-fledged forts with water-filled moats, and cleverly con-
structed bastions, which were stormed from time to time in
due form, and being defended with the utmost tenacity,
hard knocks were ofttimes given and received. The
playmates of the crown prince and his brothers have been
not merely the sons of nobles forming part of the imperial
household and court, but likewise the children of employes
of much less exalted rank, such as the sons of lodge-
keepers, gardeners, game-keepers, etc., who all played and
tumbled with the young princes on a footing of the most
perfect equality, drubbing one another totally irrespective
of rank. It is a pleasant thing to know that friendships
thus formed subsist in after life; as an instance, when the
kaiser's sister, now crown princess of Greece, sent to Ger-
many some time ago for a nursery governess for her young
children, she was able to acquire the services of her old
girlhood playmate, the daughter of one of the gardeners
employed at the " Neues Palais."

The crown prince may be said to have traveled over all
Germany, and that, too, in the most democratic and sen-e French War Department
